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Abstract
A Study on the Term System of Bureaucrats in the Chosun Dynasty

Kim, Yul

Position management is regarded as a strategic tool for the improvement in the effectiveness of
human resources management. In the Chosun Dynasty, a term system was established in
GyeongGukDaeJeon(National Governance Law of the Chosun Dynasty) for managing the bureaucratic
positions of her government. Using 97 cases in the ChosunWangChoSillok(Annals of the Chosun
Dynasty), this article analyzed the Chosun’s term system in respect of the job-rotation system, the
transfer-limit system, the professional position system. The findings show that the term system’s
objects for job rotations and professional positions were highly accomplished; its purpose for transfer
limits was rarely adopted. Thus, it is concluded that the Chosun’s term system seems to have been
more effective in preventing the long-term placement of office rather than improving the administrative

efficiency and professionalism.

Key Words: term system, position management, job rotation, transfer limit, professional position





