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Abstract

The effects of job autonomy on innovative behavior:
Focusing upon the moderation effect of life quality and well-being

Kim, Eung Il

As the situation changes rapidly, it is common for public officers to create innovative behavior
based on their work autonomy. In addition, a characteristics of modern public officers is that
they are very sensitive to individual quality of life and well-being provided by organizations.
Therefore, it is a very critical topic in public administration research because it can affect the
innovative behavior of an organization depending on how these factors are used. However, the
current study is still insufficient to follow the trend.

Thus, the purpose of this study is to examine the effects of public officers’ autonomy, quality
of life, and well-being on their innovative behavior. In this study, based on the positive
relationship between autonomy and innovative behavior from the previous literature, the role of
quality of life and well-being as a moderating variable that can increase this relationship was
confirmed.

As a result of analysis using a survey investigated by Korea Institute of Public Administration, it
shows that public officers’ autonomy increased innovative behavior, and well-being strengthened
the relationship between autonomy and innovative behavior as a moderator. On the other hand,
quality of life strengthened the above relationship as a moderator, but it was not significant. This
study suggests that it is necessary to increase public officials’ innovative behavior through their

well-being, which is supported from the organization.

Key Words: autonomy, innovative behavior, life quality, well-being, moderating effect



