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Abstract

The Impact of Living Environment Satisfaction on Intention to Continue
Residing: Focusing on the Mediating Effect of Regional Satisfaction

Chon, Young Ok
Park, Se Jin

As the crisis of local extinction intensifies, improving residents’ willingness to settle and
preventing population outflow have emerged as crucial tasks for local governments. Against this
backdrop, this study aimed to analyze the impact of residents satisfaction with their living
environment on their intention to continue residing in the area, and to verify the mediating effect
of regional satisfaction in this relationship. By considering various aspects of living environment
satisfaction, reflecting the unique characteristics of rural areas, we sought to derive practical
policy implications to address the crisis of local extinction.

A survey was conducted on 572 adults who had resided in Muju-gun, Jeollabuk-do for more
than one year. Living environment satisfaction was composed of eight areas including jobs/local
economy, safety, education, culture/arts/sports, health/welfare, environment/hygiene, agriculture/
forestry/livestock, and infrastructure development. Regional satisfaction and intention to
continue residing were also measured. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS and PROCESS
macro.

The analysis revealed differences in satisfaction levels among the components of living
environment satisfaction. While satisfaction with safety, environment/hygiene, and agriculture/
forestry/livestock areas was high, satisfaction with jobs/local economy and education was
relatively low. Moreover, most areas of living environment satisfaction had a significant positive
influence on regional satisfaction, with job/local economy satisfaction having a direct impact on
the intention to continue residing. Notably, regional satisfaction significantly mediated the

relationship between living environment satisfaction and intention to continue residing.

Key Words: living environment satisfaction, regional satisfaction, intention to continue residing,
mediating effect, local extinction



